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browning. 


^1 


Thus passionately does he cry 


out for the old life of 


Pr i wlTd have my 'IT “a, 1» was judged no. for 
the wrong things he had done, but for wrong choice a choice 
which showed his utter want of comprehension of heaven, 
and his lack of preparation for it ; to enjoy heaven we must 
become fit for it. He has learnt that an unending life on 
earth would be unbearable, that heaven does not consist of 
everlasting enjoyment of all that is best on earth ; it does not 
mean never-ending time, that with man’s earthly body would 
only be as if tied to a corpse. Eternity means the presence 
of God, when the spirit of man, after his probation here, shall 
return to that home which is its true atmosphere, and there 
attain its infinite expansion. 

Then he lives again — 

“ Happy that I can 
Be crossed and thwarted as a man, 

Not left in God’s contempt apart, 

With ghastly smooth life, dead at heart.” 


For it is one of Browning’s strongest beliefs, that there can 
be no sadder thing for the human soul than to be left alone, 
unpunished, and therefore incapable of change or improve- 
ment. 

Now he can — 


1 hank God, no paradise stands barred 
To entry — 


How dreadful to be grudged 
No ease henceforth, as one that’s judged, 
Condemned to earth for ever, shut 
From heaven ! 

Christ rises ! Mercy every way 
Is infinite, — and who can say?” 


in Browning s opinion, human experience is a help an 
education, not as some think a snare 

These two poems are a revelat.on, a glimpse into that 
heaven he saw as in a vision. 


(To be continued .) 


JUNGLE LAW AS AN EDUCATIONAL CODE 

By R. A. Pennetiiorne. 

THOSE of us whose lot it may be to act as explorers and 
pioneers and workers for the development of the youthful 
country, “ Mansoul,” must have often felt that, though we 
may hold any number of concessions from the parental 
directors of the company, we are by no means certain as to 
what our reception may be by the natives thereof. 

It is a great thing to have an ideal for education and a 
scientific method of attempting its realization, but we are 
not likely to do very much good unless we secure the 
co-operation of the child to be educated. This need not 
necessarily be unconscious ; in fact, to keep it so is to risk 
bringing up a generation of fatalists, who rebel against all 
authority until crushed by its superior force, which they then 
promptly dub “ cruel destiny.” 

Authority should ever go hand in hand with docility, and 
no obedience or submission is worth having unless it be 
voluntary. Yet there are many and great difficulties in 
sharing our educational doctrines with the children whom 
they most concern. It is “ too hard for them,” they cannot 
realize all the factors to be taken into consideration nor all 
the issues at stake, and to talk them over or to endeavour to 
explain them is to run the risk of “preaching. Nothing so 
minimises the good we would fain do as to give occasion for 
the mental and moral recoil which all feel when they are 
“ preached at.” Whatever may be the discourse, the child is 
apt to believe that the text is found in the last chapter of 
your “ Black Book for Pupils’ Deadly Sins,” and his sense 
of justice is offended at what seems to him an unwarranted 
form of scolding! It is no uncommon thing to find a child 
wishing that it were its own cat, dog, or pony, that it might 
be freed from the restrictions and restraints of its educators . 
The exaggerated love which most children bear to animals is 
partly the natural instinct of weak creatures to band together, 
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~~ ^^development of their own animal 
partly the excess in j* 1 immature mental and moral 

natures over the s of envious longing for their 

endowments, and partly 

apparently more unfettere ° no longer suffer from 

rhe ch.Wren cl A pr<)phet has arisen to prove 

t t S . “tenant is ‘like the gian, creeper, because it drops 

across everyone's back and no one can escape. 

This “ law ” made by the animals from the dim necessities 
which they felt behind them, is a code both for the ‘ jung e 
and for the nursery. It provides us with that point of 
approach where child and teacher may meet in agreement. 
No one can call a delightful thrilling animal story “ a 
preaching,” neither having read the same can they ignore the 
lessons plainly taught them by their beloved animals. 

“Jungle law,” as set forth in the two jungle books, is an 
ideal moral code for children. It does not drive them back to 
seek for first causes nor encourage bewildering “ why’s.” It 
is a series of regulations for the conduct of the individual, 
which are plainly shown to be necessary because all are 
members of a community. “ The strength of the pack is the 
wolf, and the strength of the wolf is the pack.” 

Jungle law is very clear and plain as to our relationships 
with the world and ourselves ; it does not enter into our 
relationship to God. But the spirit of submission to some- 
thing higher than our own wills pervades it, and right and 
wrong, cause and effect, have their full recognition. The story 
of “ How fear came,” is only a variant of that first miserable 
awakening to self-consciousness and sin in the Garden of 
Eden. “ Thou hast killed the buck, and thou hast let 
death loose in the jungle, and with death has come fear, 
so that the people of the jungle are afraid one of the 
other. I hat is the picture of the fallen animal world, 

who having all some cause to be ashamed must echo “ to 
each his own fear.” 

Ihe law is primarily for self-preservation, not for selfish 
purposes alone, but because the one is the unit of “ the full 
pack. All must learn it, and that while young, for “ is there 
anything too little in the jungle to be killed ? ” Moreover 
they must learn it in a humble and receptive spirit, “ For the 
jungle is large and the cub he is small. Let him think and 
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be still. Ihe law is clear as to the respect we owe to 
ourselves — 

“ Wash daily from nose tip to tail tip, drink deeply but never too deep, 

And remember the night is for hunting, and forget not the day is for sleep.” 

Every station of life is shown to have its own rights which 
may be duly claimed, and they are the rights of all of the 
same standing. Duties, namely the recognition of the rights 
of others, are quite as forcibly insisted on. The cub is to 
keep peace with the lords of the jungle,” to leave disputes 
to be settled by his superiors, to remember that “ Pack right 
is the right of the meanest,” and that “ in all that the law 
leaveth open the word of the head wolf is law.” Independence 
is inculcated. “ Remember the wolf is a hunter, go forth and 
get good of thine own.” But there are right and wrong ways 
of earning a living. “ But kill not for pleasure of killing, and 
seven times never kill man 

The law not only states general duties and rights, but it 
particularizes on many points. Two faults it is for ever 
girding at, openly or covertly, “raw haste half-sister to 
delay,” and unnecessary talk. “ What is the law of the 
jungle — strike first and then give tongue,” so runs the saying, 
and useless objections, or any impatience against overruling 
powers, are all met with “ it is the law.” Scorn of useless 
multiplication of words in argument is shown by the good 
advice — 

“ Feed them silence when they say 
Come with us an easy way.” 

We are told that “ the jungle people never hurry unless 
they have to, for it was haste that killed the yellow snake 
that eat the sun.” But once a matter is in hand there is to 
be no shirking and turning back, “ it is not good hunting 
to leave game afoot.” For those who break the law the 
penalty is severe, “ for the wolf that shall keep it shall 
prosper, but the wolf that shall break it must die. But for 
those who cannot fairly be held responsible there is justice, 
for “ if there be a doubt which is not a killing matter in regard 
to a new cub, the life of the cub may be bought for a price. 
The law is strictly just, not nullified by the cruel kindness of 
a moment’s weak pity, for “ sorrow never stays punishment. 
But then on the other hand, “ one of the beauties of jung e 
law is that punishment settles all scores — there is no nagging 
afterwards.” For those who are banded together by the law 
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J^ h »V«" Bad»mpanion. are ,o be shunned and avoided, 

at great cost if needs be , 

“ When you say to Tabaqui ‘ my brother, 

When ye call the hyena to meat ; 

Ye may cry the full truce with Jacala, 

The belly that runs on four feet.” 

As for the Bandar-log— the idle, chattering people, “ Grey 
apes, who have no law,” who are always going to be great 
and powerful, but who never complete anything, they are 
beyond the pale, “ The monkey people are forbidden to the 
jungle people.” 

The whole law is opposed to lawlessness and is summed 
up in one word — 

“ Now these are the laws of the jungle, and many and mighty are they ; 
But the head and the hoof of the law, and the haunch and the hump 
is — obey” — 

Or as the same writer has elsewhere expressed it, “ Keep ye 
the law — be swift in all obedience.” 

Nor is the cub left without a mirror of all that obedience 
and the dutiful keeping of the law is to effect for him. In 
the beautiful “ Out song ” the results are expressed — 

“ Wood and water, wind and tree, 

Wisdom, strength and courtesy; 

Jungle favour go with thee.” 

The whole song is a reiteration of the main points of the law, 
not as the rod held above the back of youth, but as counsel 
to a matured mind. It might be summed up, “ Keep the law 

and go unmoved upon your way ; be strong, be straight, be 
silent.” 

It is all the more beautiful in that it realizes that “the way ” 
no longer lies in the jungle, the days of animal enjoyment of 
life are over. The enjoyment remains, but as a recreation, 
not as life’s business. “ Man goes to man at the last.” That 
a so is the law, and childhood is only a time of preparation 
an of law learning.” But there comes a time, not to be 
rear ed, but to be looked forward to as a natural conse- 
quence, when though “the jungle does not cast thee out,” it 
1L ' me to sa y’ Man is man and master of the jungle.” 
en t at day comes let us be ready to step aside with the 
now e ge t. at our task as Baloo the teacher is performed, 
saymg, ‘ Good hunting on a new trail.” 


THE BRITON OF THE FUTURE: HOW 

SHALL WE TRAIN HIM? 

By Constance Barnard. 

( Continued from page 208 .) 

Unselfishness is cultivated in the Games, in the seeing that 
each has his due turn, that none is overlooked, that the 
weaker are helped by the stronger. And again in the 
making for others. When we begin work in the Kinder- 
garten almost the first question is, Who will get that when 
it is finished ? Are you making that for mother ? Will that 
be a nice present for so-and-so’s birthday ? Always the 
thought that you must be thinking of someone else’s hap- 
piness. Then the care of animals leads to unselfishness. 
“ Bully looks out for you every day,” and the little fish say, 
“ When are those little children coming to feed mer” 

Self-control , the extreme opposite of which is so vividly 
pictured by Montaigne in his second essay, begins with 
learning to control motions of the body, so that all the games 
and drill lead more or less directly to this end. The body 
and limbs thus get practice while the Gifts and Occupations 
provide exercises for the smaller members, the eye, the hand, 
the fingers. Practical demonstration comes, too, in the 
control of the spirit. Impatience, haste, fidgetting, all spoil 
the beauty of the work done. In the Games u’e have sub- 
mission to law as a necessary element of success. The 
exercises for developing the senses also give power to control 
them. It has been said, “ A child may be physically capable 
of seeing and hearing, smelling, tasting and touching, and 
yet do none of these things to any purpose, because it has 
not yet grasped the fact that it is the ruler of its own little 
kingdom. That comprehension is the most important part 
of education.” And we must help and encourage the child 
to feel his power. Therefore the occupations we give the 
child are such as are within his compass, though requiring 
a real effort to accomplish. Thus he feels the joy of over- 
coming and the ambition to try something more. In this 


